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Cautions and Directions 
Given to the : 


Greateſt Profeſſors, &c. 


— — _ 7 — 


n 


NIN HAT is the firſt Advice which 


you would give to thoſe who are 
,W. really renew'd in Love? 
SN A. Watch and pray continually 


gainſt Pride, — every kind and 
degree of it. If Gop has caſt it out, ſee that 
it enter no more. It is full as dangerous as 
Defire. And you may ſlide back into it una- 
wares eſpecially if you think you are in no 
Danger of it. Nay, but I aſcribe all I have to 
Gov.” So you may, and be proud neverthe- 
leſs. For it is Pride, not only to aſcribe what 
we have to ourſelves, but to think we have, 


what we really have not. Mr. Law, for in- 


ſtance aſcribed all the light he had to Gop: 
and ſo far he was humble. But then he thought 
he had more Light then any Man living. And 
this was palpable Pride. 80 you aſcribe all the 
knowledge you have to Gop; and in this re- 
ſpect you are humble. But if you think you 
have more Knowledge than you really have; if 
you think you are ſo taught of Gad, as no longer 
to need Man's Teaching, Pride lieth at the 


Door, 


" [36 3 


Door. Yes, you have need to be taught, not 
only by Mr. Maxfield, by one another, by Mr. 
Morgan or me, but by the weakeſt Preacher in 
London: yea by all men; for Gop ſendeth by 
whom he wil ſend. | 


Don't therefore ſay to any who would adviſe 
or reprove yop, “ You are blind: you cannot 
teach me. This is your Wijdom ; this is your car- 
4 Reafoning ” : but calmly weigh the thing be- 


fore Gop, O et there be in you thit /owly Mind + 


evhich. was in Chriſt Feſus, And be ye cloathed 
likewiſe tot Humility, Let it not only , but 


cover. you all over, Let Madeſiy and Self-deffider ce 


appear in all your Words, and Actions. Let all 


you ſpeak and do, ſhew that you are little and 


baſe and mean and vile in your own Eyes, 


IT. What is the ſecond Advice which you 


would give them ? 


A. Beware of that Daughter of Pride, Entby- 
fiaſm, Sometimes likewiſe it is the Parent of 
Pride. O keep at the utmoſt Diſtance from it. 
Give no place to an heated Imagination. Do 
not aſcribe to Gop, what is not of Gop. Do 
not eaſily ſuppoſe Dreams, Voices, Impreſſions, 
Viſions or Revelations to be from Gop, without 


ſufficient Evidence. They may be purely Na- - 


tural { they may be Diabolical. Therefore re- 
member the Caution of the Apoſtle, Be/oved be- 


lieve not every Spirit, but y the Spirits wheth:r they 


be of Gol. Fry all things by the written Word, 
and let all bow down before it. You are in 
danger of Enthuſiaſm every Hour, if you de- 


part ever ſo little from Scriptnre : yea or from 
the plain literal Meaning of any Text, taken in 


con- 


* 
1 —— 


E 


connection with the Context. And ſo you are if 

ou diſpiſe or lightly eſteem, Reaſon, Know- 
edge or human Learning : Every one of which, 
is an excellent Gift of Gop, and may ſerve to 
the nobleſt Purpoſes. | 


One general Inlet to Enthuſiaſm is, the ex- 


pecting the End without the Means : the ex- 


ecting Knowledge, for Inſtance, without ſearch- 
ing the Scripture, and conſulting the Children 
of God; the expecting ſpiritual Strength, with- 
out conſtant Prayer: The expectin Creed in 
Grace, without ſteddy Watchfulneßs, and deep 
Self- examination: the expecting any Bleſſing, 
without Hearing the Word of Gop at every 
Opportunity. 


The very Deſire of growing in Grace is ſome- 
times an Inlet to Enthuſiaſm, As it continually 
leads us to ſeek new Grace, it may poſſibly lead 
unawares, to ſeek ſomething elſe New, beſide 
nee Degrees of Love to Gop and Man. So it has 
in fact led ſome, to ſeek and imagine they had 
received Gifts of a new Kind, after a clean 
Heart: As 1. the loving God with all our Mind, 


2. With all our Sou/, 3. With all our Strength, 


4. Oneneſs with God. 5. Oneneſs with CRRIs T. 
6. Having our Life hid with CarisT in God. - 

7. Being dead with CRRIST. 8. The riſing with 
Him. q, The fitting with him in heavenly 
Places. 10. The being taken up into his Throne. 
11. The being in the New Jeruſalem. 12.-The 
ſeeing theTabernacle of God come down among 
Men. 13. The being dead to all. Works. 
14. The not being liable to bodily: Death, or 

Pain. 15, Or Grief. 16. Or Temptation. 
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EAT. | 

One Ground of many of theſe Miſtakes is the 
taking every freſh and ſtrong Application of any 
of theſe Scriptures to the Heart to be a Gift of a 
new Rind: Another the not knowing that ſome 
of theſe Scriptures are not fulfilled yet. Moſt of 
the others are fulfilled when we are juſtified, the 
reſt the Moment we are ſanctified. It remains 
only that they be fulfilled in higher Degrees: this 
is all we have to expect. Another Ground of 
theſe and a thouſand Miſtakes, is the not con- 
ſidering deeply, That Love is the higheſt Gift 
of Gop, humble, gentle, patient Love: That 
all Viſions, Revelations, Manifeſtations what- 


ever, are little things compared to Love: And 


that all the Gifts above mentioned, are either 
the ſame with, or infinitely inferior to it. 


III. What is the Third? N 

A. Beware of Antinomianiſm, making void 
the Law or any Part of it, thro' Faith. Enthu- 
fiaſm naturally leads to this. Indeed they can 
hardly be ſeperated. This may ſteal upon you 
in a thouſand Forms, ſo that you can never be 
too watchful againſt it. Take heed of every 
thing whether in Principle or Practice, which 
has any Tendency thereto. Even that great Truth 
that (r is te End of the Law, may betray us 
into it, if we do not conſider that he has a- 


dopted every Point of the Moral law, and graf- 
of it into the Law of Love. 


Beware of thinking Becauſe I have Faith and 
© Love, I need not have /o much Holineſs : Be- 
% cauſe I pray always, therefore I need no ſet 
% Time for Private Prayer: becauſe I watch al- 


*« ways, therefore I need no particular Self-exami- 
nation.“ 


1 
nation.“ Let us magnify the Law, the whole writ- 
ten Word, and make it bonourable: Let this be our 
Voice, I prize thy Cmman ments above Gola or 
precious Stones. O what love bave J unto thy Law! 
All the Day long is my Study in it. Beware of 
Moravianiſm, the moſt refined Antinomianiſm 
that ever was under the Sun: And ſuch as I 
think could only have ſprung from the Abuſe of 
true Chriſtian Experience. I cannot doubt*but 
many of them were once exactly as you are now: 
Feeling the living Power of Faith Divine, and 
experiencing CuR1sT to be all in all. But they 
were not aware of Satan's Devices. They gave 
way to Pride and ftrong Imagination, and then 
to Antinomianiſm, into which they have fallen 
deeper and deeper ever ſince. You have una- 
wares adopted ſome of their Words already ; if 


not of their Sentiments. But why ſhould we even 


talk in an exceptionable Manner? Let us not call 
ourſelves The Church, Or affectedly tile this or 
that Doctrine the Thing, the Point, the Matter? 
Why ſhould we pray to Car1sT more than to 
the Father ? No ſcripture will juſtify this. But 


' theſe are comparitively ſmall Things. Beware 


of their Bigo/ry, I mean Bigotry to their own 
Party. Let not your Love be confined to Metho- 
difts only, much leſs to that very ſmall Part 
of them who ſeem to be renew'd in Love. Count 
not thoſe your Enimies who do not believe your 
Report. Make not this your Shibbo/eth. Above 
all beware of Moravian Stilineſs; Ceaſing in a 
wrong Senſe, from thrir own Works, To mention 
One Inſtance out of many. You had received 


ſays one of them a great Bleſſing. But you 


began to tall of it, and to ds this and that. So 
you loſt it. You ſhould have been Still, 


IV. 


> 
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IV. What is the Fourth? 


A. Beware of Sins of Omiſſion. Loſe no Op- 
portunity of doing Good in any kind. Be 


' zealous of good Works. Willingly omit no 


- 


Work either of Piety or Mercy. Do all the 
Good you poſſibly can, to the Budies and Souls 
of all Men. Particularly, thou ſpa/t in any wiſe 
reprove thy Neigbour, and wot ſuffer Sin upon. him, 
Be active. Give no Place to Indolence or Sloth. 
Give no Occaſion to ſay, ye are idle, ye are idle, 
though they 20i// ſay ſo ſtill. Be always em- 
ployed. Loſe no ſhred of Time: And what 
you do, do with your Might. Do not talk, too 
much : Neither too Jong at a Time. Few can 
converſe profitably above an Hour. Keep at 
the utmoſt Diſtance from pious Chit-chat and 
from religious Goſſipping. ; 


V. What is the Fifth? 


A. Beware of ring any Thing but Goo. 
Now you deſire nothing elſe. Every other de- 
fire is driven out: ſee that none enter again. Xe 
thyſelf pure: Let your Eye remain ſingle and 
your whole Body ſhall be full of Light. Admit 


no Deſire of pleaſing Food, or of any other Plea- 
ſure of Senſe. No Deſire of pleaſing the Eye or 


Imagination, by any thing Grand, or New, or 
Beautiful. No Deſire of Money, of Praiſe or E- 
ſteem of Happineſs in any Creature, You may brin 
theſe Deſires back; but you need not: You 3 
feel them no more. O ſtand faſt, in the Liberty 
wherewith CHRIST has made you free, 


VI. What is the Sixth ? 


-”». 
— 


-ws. 
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No, nor even 
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A. Above all beware of Schiſm of making * 


Rent in the Church of Curisr. Beware of 
every thing tending thereto. Beware of a diviſive 
Spirit, Shun whatever has the leaſt Aſpe& that 


Way. Therefore ſay not, ** I am of Paul or + 


* polls ;” The very Thing which occafioned 


_ © the Schiſm at Corinth, which St. Pau! fo ſharp- 


ly reproves. Say not this is my Preacher; 
„ the 5% Preacher in Eng/and! Give me 
« lim, and take the Reſt.” All this tends 
to breed, or foment Diviſion, to diſunite thoſe 
whom God has joined. Do not extoll or run 
down any Preacher, Mr. Maxfeld in particular. 
Do not ſay . What care I for Mr. Weſtey's Rules: 
Mr. Maxfield is ſufficient to teach me,” Do not 
exalt him above all other Preachers, left you 
hurt both him, and the Caufe of Gop. On' 
the other Hand; do not bear hard * him, for 
ſome e or Inaccuracy of Expreſſion. 

or ſome Miſtakes in Judgment 
were they really ſuch. | 


Suffer not one Thought of ſeperating from 
your Brethren, whether their Opinions agree 
with yours or not. Do not dream, that any' 
Man Sins in not believing %, in not tak- 
ing your Word: Or that this or that Opinion 
is eſſential to the Work, and both muſt ſtand or 
fall together. Beware of Impatience of Contra- - 
diction. Do not condemn or think hardly of 
thoſe, who cannot ſee juſt as you ſee, or who 
judge it their Duty to contradi& you, whether 
in a great 3 or a ſmall. So I fear ſome of 
us may have condemned Silas Told, Benj. Smith, - 
John Read, Mary Auſon, Sar. Clay, John Jones; 
Perhaps Sar. Croshy and John Hampſon too, 
And why ? Becauſe they contradicted what we 

| affirmed, 


a | 
affixmed.. All this tend's to Diviſion. - And by 
every thing of this kind, we are teaching them 
an evil. Leſſon ag ainſt ourſelves. 


O beware of Touchineſs, of Teſtineſs, not bearin 
to be ſpoken to: ſtarting at the leaſt Word, anc 
flying from thoſe who do not implicitty receive 
mine, or Mr, Maxfiela's Sayings. 


\ 


Expect Contradiction and Oppoſition, toge- 
ther with Sufferings of various kinds. Conſider, 
7 zou it is given, not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer 
for Chrift, (Phil. i. 29.) Lis given ! Gop gives 
| You this Oppoſition, or Reproach. It is a freſh . 
oken of his Love. And will you diſown the 
zIver, or ſpurn his Gift, and count it a Mis- 
ortune ?. Will you not rather ſay, . Father the 
Hour is come, that thou ſhouldk be glorified. 
Now thou giveſt thy Child, to ſuffer ſomethin 
for thee. And the Cup thou givelt me, 1h 
I not drink it ?” Know that theſe Things, (far 
from being Hindrances to the Work of Gop,: or 
to your Soul, unleſs thro' your own:Fault) are 
nat only .unavojdable, in the Courſe af Prayi- 
dence, but .profitable, .yea neceſſary for you. 
Therefore receive them from Gop, as a peculiar © 
Mark of his. Favour, with Willingneſs, with 
Thankfulneſs. Receive them from Men with 
Humility, Meekneſs, Vieldingneſs, Gentleneſs, 
Sweetneſs. And be free and open in acknow- 
edging what has been amiſs, either in your 
Judgement or Practice. Not liſtning to carnal 
Reaſon, which will tell. you © This would hurt 
the Cauſe. of Gov,” No. It will forward the 
Cauſe of Gov, and remove a great Hindrance 


And 


feffion, adorning the Doctrine of Gop 
N * Be particularly careful in ſpeaking 


dus Words. Indeed you need give it no 


14¹ 


And beware of tempting others to fepe- 


rate from 5%, Give no Offence. which can 


flibly be avoided. See that your Practice 
in all Things fuitable to + your Pro- 


aol? apr ge Lou may not indeed deny 
of Gop : But ſpeak of it, 3 "Fe 


Le called thereto, in the moſt 


Manner poſſible. Avoid all magnificent, 5 

en era 
Name, neither perfection, SanAification, 
the ſecond Bleſſing, nor the havin attain'd. 1 
Rather ſpeak of the Particular: which Gon has 
wrought. You may ſay, « T then felt an un- 


| Fpeakable Change. And ſince that Time. I have 


not felt Pride, or Anger, or Unbehef : Nor 
any Thing but a Fulneſs of Love, to Gop and to 
all Mankind.“ And 1510 85 any other Lim. 


s 3 that is aſked, with REY and 
wy 


1 would add but one Word 1 more. If ay er 


Be ſhould at any time fall from what you now 
do not 6 y, do not hide, do not diſguiſe 


- Tt at all, at the peril of your Soul. At all events 


come as ſoon as poſſible to your Leader, or to 
Mr. Maxfield, Morgan, or me, and ſpeak juſt 
what you feel. Gop will then enable us, to 
ſpeak a Word in Seaſon. It ſhall be Health to 
you Soul. And He will ſoon lift up your 


ead, and cauſe the Youes mY have been brd- 
ken to rejoyce,. = - 


Suffer me to add, 
That the Propriety and Utility of the above 


Remarks will appear to a Demonſtration, When 


we conſider, 
e 1. 


” - 
* 


2 . 2 
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1. That we have Perſons among us, who be 


Viewe they ſhall never aie. | : 


2. That we have Perſons among us, who 90 
from Houſe to Houſe, 4% perſuade People to be- 
lieve they are perfect, when God hath not perſuaded 
them, 


3- That we have thoſe among us, who be- 
lieve God has given them e Gift of diſcerning 
Spirits, and that indiſcriminately, the Good as 
as well as the Bad. 


4. That there are ſeveral among us, who be- 


lieve they cannot err, 


That we have not a few, who believe it 


impoſſible for them to fin and fall, 


6. That the Methodift Preachers who cannot 
ſubſcribe the above Noſtrums, 2e repre/ented as being 
in tbe Dark, and leading the People in the Dark theje 
twenty Years pat ; during which Time Gop hath 
- taken thouſands of their Children in the Goſpel 
to himſelf, who have gone off the Stage trium- 


phantly, tho' they knew noting: © of theſe Ex- 
fravagancies, 
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